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The Toyota RAV4 is an excellent option for any shopper looking for an efficient, 
powerful, and high-tech compact SUV. It’s known for its dependable powertrain, 
comfortable interior, and advanced features and technology. 

With several gas and hybrid trim levels to choose from and numerous configurations, 
features, and capabilities available, we put together this buyer’s guide to the 2021 
Toyota RAV4 to answer all your most burning questions.

A TRIM LEVEL FOR EVERYONE 
Since the Toyota RAV4 is available in 11 unique trim levels, it’s easy to find a model that 
offers the features and capabilities you need in your life. Whether you’re looking for a 
gas or hybrid model or a companion for daily commutes or off-road adventures, you’ll 
be content with one of these options.

When shopping the standard gas models, you’ll get to choose from these six trim levels:

Those in need of a hybrid trim can consider the LE Hybrid, XLE Hybrid, XLE Premium 
Hybrid, XSE Hybrid, and Limited Hybrid. 

• LE

• XLE

• XLE Premium

• Adventure

• TRD Off-Road

• Limited
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SHOWSTOPPING PERFORMANCE ABILITIES
What powerhouse is at the core of the incredible performance abilities of the RAV4?

Thanks to a standard 2.5L Dynamic Force 4-Cylinder engine, the Toyota RAV4 can reach 
breathtaking power: 203 horsepower and 184 lb-ft of torque, to be exact. You can even 
customize your drive experience when you alternate between the SPORT, ECO, and 
NORMAL drive modes. 

This engine comes mated to a Direct Shift 8-speed Electronically Controlled automatic 
Transmission. Together, they produce excellent efficiency ratings, earning the RAV4 an 
EPA-estimated 28 city and 35 highway MPG.1 

To make sure you have a smooth ride, this powertrain is supported by features like the 
standard Hill Start Assist Control feature, which will work to prevent you from rolling 
backward when driving up an incline. 

Driving a Hybrid
If you choose a hybrid model of the Toyota RAV4, you’re likely looking for that ideal 
marriage of power and efficiency. That’s exactly what you’ll find with these trims.

The hybrid powertrain of the RAV4 is comprised of the same 2.5L 4-cylinder engine 
paired with an electric motor that can reach up to 219 combined net horsepower. This 
engine will come with its unique drive modes, which include:

• SPORT

• ECO 

• NORMAL

• EV

• TRAIL

These models also come standard with an Electronically controlled Continuously 
Variable Transmission (ECVT) with sequential shift mode and All-Wheel Drive (AWD) 
Integrated Management with Multi-Information Display monitor. Altogether, these 
features help the hybrid Toyota RAV4 earn an EPA-estimated 41 city and 38 highway 
MPG.1 With this vehicle on your side, you’ll get to spend more time on the road  
enjoying an incredible driving experience instead of sitting at a gas pump.



4

BU
YER’S G

U
ID

E TO
 TH

E 2021 TO
YO

TA
 RAV4

Off-Roading Prowess 
If you plan to take your SUV on an adventure or two, there are a few configurations made for 
you. For example, you might want to consider the TDR Off-Road trim. This trim is specifically 
designed for off-roaders. Additionally, those who are craving exhilaration will surely enjoy 
taking the wheel of the Adventure trim, which is built with extra power and capabilities. 

Even if you want to stick with a different trim of the RAV4, you can get it equipped with the 
available AWD system and Multi-Terrain Select. Together, this system offers everything 
you’ll need to tackle any kind of terrain. From sandy beaches to snowy mountain roads to 
rain-slick highways to everything in between, this system will give you the drive modes you 
need to handle it all with ease:

When properly equipped, the 2021 Toyota RAV4 can tow up to 3,500 pounds. You can also 
confidently tow your cargo with the help of the standard Trailer-Sway Control feature. When 
you’ve got a boat, camper, or trailer hitched to your SUV, this feature will help you remain 
steady with your hauls on the road.

• MUD & SAND 

• ROCK & DIRT

• SNOW

• NORMAL
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RELAX IN A FUTURISTIC CABIN
The RAV4 gives you all the tools you’ll need to have an excellent experience on the road; 
It’s just up to you and your friends to fully take advantage of them.

When you and your passengers want to relax, settle into the unique available  
SofTex®-trimmed seats. Everyone will get to enjoy the comforting atmosphere set by the 
available interior ambient lighting and take in the view through the available panoramic 
glass roof. 

Whether you find the road taking you through hot or cold climates, the available 
ventilated and heated front seats and heated rear seats will keep everyone at ease. The 
available 8-way power-adjustable driver’s seat with memory function will ensure that 
your seat feels just right every time you get behind the wheel. 

Since the available dual zone climate control with rear vents also includes a dust and 
pollen filter, any passenger with allergies will find relief inside the cabin. Another feature 
is also sure to come in handy when you want to enjoy your favorite music or podcast. 
With the available premium audio system with 11 JBL® speakers set in nine locations 
around the cabin, everyone will feel like they’ve got the best seat in the house. 

Room to Rest 
The truth about the RAV4 is that every seat truly is the best seat in the house, especially 
when it comes to space. Whether you’re sitting in the front or back row, every one of the  
five passengers will have plenty of space to spread out and get comfortable:

Front Row Rear Row
Headroom 37.7 in. 39.5 in.
Legroom 41 in. 37.8 in.

Shoulder Room 57.8 in. 56.4 in.
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With a total of 136.4 cubic feet of interior volume, you might think that’s all this compact 
vehicle can offer. However, when you take a look behind the back seat and see that 
you still have 37.6 cubic feet of cargo volume back there, you’re sure to be blown away. 
Whether you’re looking to store groceries or the kids’ soccer gear, you’ll have all the 
space you need.

If you need even more room to fit luggage or camping gear, simply fold the rear seat 
down flat, and you’ll have a maximum of 69.8 cubic feet of cargo space to use instead. 
Additionally, if you need a balance between cargo and passenger space, the RAV4 also 
has a standard 60/40 split reclining fold-flat rear seat so you can reconfigure the space 
however you like.

CONVENIENT TECHNOLOGY FEATURES 
From the driver’s seat to the trunk, every aspect of the Toyota RAV4 is designed with 
exciting technology features for you to utilize. Every one of these features was made to 
make your daily drives just a little more convenient.

Take the available hands-free power liftgate, for instance. With this feature, you won’t 
have to juggle your bags when trying to open the trunk. When you’re busy carrying all 
your hiking gear, just wave your foot under the rear bumper, and let your vehicle open 
the liftgate for you. 

The available digital rearview mirror will come in handy when you need to see a wider 
view behind you or when your regular mirror’s view is obstructed. Rather than have your 
tall friend duck their head for the whole ride, you can simply switch to the digital view 
and use the live feed from a camera mounted in the rear window.

Push Button Start is a popular feature in modern vehicles, which is why it’s available 
in the RAV 4, along with the Smart Key System. As long as the Smart Key fob is on your 
person when you approach the RAV4, you can lock and unlock the doors and open the 
rear liftgate by just putting your hand on the door handle. Once you’re inside, simply 
press the button and start driving.
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You can control infotainment, media, and more with ease when using the standard 
7-inch touchscreen. This large display screen is sure to come in handy when you want 
to take advantage of the standard Apple CarPlay® and Android Auto™ features. Stream 
your favorite music and access important apps right through your vehicle. 

KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE 
When you’re on the road, you want your vehicle to work as hard as you do to keep 
yourself, your passengers, and your fellow drivers safe. This is why the RAV4 leaves 
nothing to be desired. 

The standard Toyota Safety Sense™ 2.0 system blankets you in safety with features  
such as:

On top of these helpful features, you’ll also have Star Safety System™, which includes 
features such as Enhanced Vehicle Stability Control and Traction Control. The available 
Blind Spot Monitor with Rear Cross-Traffic Alert will warn you when a vehicle is in your 
blind spot so you can feel completely confident when merging and changing lanes on 
the highway. 

On higher trim levels, you’ll have the Bird’s Eye View Camera. This includes Perimeter 
Scan, Overhead 360-degree view in low-speed drive and reverse, and curb view. Next 
time you’re trying to squeeze into a parallel parking spot, this system will make your job 
easier by giving you a complete view surrounding your vehicle.

You’ll be able to keep an eye on safety alerts and more, too, through the high-tech 
Multi-Information Display. This also has customizable settings, so you set your display 
to show exactly what’s most important to you and your drive.

• Pre-Collision System 
with Pedestrian 
Detection

• Lane Departure Alert 
with Steering Assist

• Lane Tracing Assist

• Automatic High 
Beams 

• Full-Speed Range 
Dynamic Radar 
Cruise Control

• Road Sign Assist



READY TO TEST DRIVE THE TOYOTA RAV4?

We hope this buyer’s guide to the 2021 Toyota RAV4 has given you some insight into this 
excellent SUV. If you’re ready to pick out your ideal trim level and take it for a test drive, 
get in touch with your local dealership today!

1 EPA-estimated 27 city/35 hwy/30 combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 LE FWD and Limited FWD; 27 city/34 hwy/30 combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 LE AWD; 28 city/35 hwy/30 
combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 XLE FWD and XLE Premium FWD; 27 city/33 hwy/29 combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 XLE AWD and XLE Premium AWD; 25 city/33 hwy/28 
combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 Adventure and Limited AWD; 25 city/32 hwy/28 combined mpg for 2021 RAV4 TRD Off-Road; and 41 city/38 hwy/40 combined mpg for 2021 
RAV4 LE Hybrid , XLE Hybrid, XLE Premium Hybrid, XSE Hybrid and Limited Hybrid. Use for comparison purpose only. Your mileage will vary for many reasons, including 
your vehicle’s condition and how/where you drive. See www.fueleconomy.gov.
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